Booktalk Assignment

Young Adult Literature

Dr. Nichols

Hi! I’m Molly Brunner and I’m here to tell you about a few books that might be of interest to you.  How many of you like adventures?  You know some adventures can take us to new heights …literally, as seen in the book:

 Peak by Roland Smith.  

  What choice did I have – really?  I mean I could have spent the next 3 + years of my life in Juvenile Detention.  So even though I hadn’t seen my dad in over 7 years it seemed that heading back to Thailand with him was the only option, even if it meant leaving mom, Rolf and the twins behind.  You see my dad is Joshua Woods, the famous mountain climber who obviously doesn’t make it down to sea level too often.  So why is he now?  I mean he doesn’t tell me until we’re over in Thailand that I’m joining one of his Mt. Everest climbing expeditions.  WOW!  Mt. Everest – can you believe it!  This could be so exciting – and maybe we’ll get to know each other along the way.  Then I discover that getting me to the top of Mt. Everest before my birthday, which is only a few weeks away, would make me the youngest person ever to make it to the top – and of course give his business a big boost – and that’s really important to him.  Is it more important than me?  Cuz you know it gets pretty tough breathing in this altitude – and the weather is just so unpredictable.  You know not everyone makes it – I’ve seen some corpses that prove that point.  I wonder if I’m going to make it?

Now other adventures occur right at sea level, in fact you may find them right in our own community or neighborhood:

 I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak

   The first card arrives anonymously in the mail after Ed inadvertently stops a bank robbery. It’s the Ace of Diamonds.  He’s to deliver a message to each of the three people whose names and addresses are listed on the card.  But what’s the message he’s supposed to deliver?  More cards follow with more names for more messages.  Now Ed’s been drifting pretty aimlessly in life up until now – he’s an underage cab driver who likes playing cards with his friends or just hanging out with his smelly coffee-drinking dog.  Now his life is veering in a new direction and delivering the messages becomes important to Ed – well, in fact his life may depend on it.  The question is who is sending the cards? And what’s the message for Ed?

And still other adventures may take you to depths you never want to imagine.

  What Happened to Cass McBride?  by Gail Giles

  Cass was so sure of herself – she knows what she wants and always gets it.  She knows how to work people and to get deals made.  She planned on being the first junior Homecoming Queen ever.  What she didn’t plan on was waking up inside a shoulder width, foot high wooden box covered with dirt, buried alive, with only an air tube allowing her to breathe.  Cass is at the mercy of Kyle, who blames her for his brother David’s suicide.  Cass never expected that a few thoughtless words scribbled on a piece of paper would put two people in the ground.  Now what’s Kyle’s plan for Cass?  Will she be able to make a deal with him?  And will that deal be made in time, before her supply of air runs out? 

