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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT:  

   THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY  / THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

TARGET GROUP:  10th Grade History Class

GOAL:

The student will learn to appreciate the value and significance of the Civil Rights Movement. They will gain an understanding of the issues contributing to the movement, the struggles encountered in the effort to create change, and the impact on individuals and/or society

STATE STANDARDS:

   Curriculum -  

 History
The United States in the 20th Century

# 14 Analyze the origins, major developments, controversies and consequences of the civil rights movement with emphasis on:

a. Brown v. Board of Education;
b. Changes in goals and tactics of leading civil rights advocates and organizations;

People in Societies

    Interaction
# 3 Explain how Jim Crow laws legalized discrimination based on race.

# 4 Analyze the struggle for racial and gender equality and its impact on the changing status of minorities since the late 19th century.

   Technology

#3 Technology productivity tools:  students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity

OBJECTIVES 

· Students will gain an understanding of a person’s role, the significance of an event, issue or legislation and its impact on the struggle for racial equality in the Civil Rights Movement

· Students will demonstrate this understanding in their writings and describe what meaning it has to them personally.

· Students will use technology tools in completing this assignment by using the Internet for researching their topic and blogs for the writing component of the assignment

 COLLABORATION

  In this Unit, students will examine the various political and social changes that occurred as individuals and groups raised civil rights issues and challenged the status quo in the 1950’s and 1960’s. 

   The 10th grade History teacher and I collaborated on a lesson plan to assist students in understanding the range of issues involved in the Civil Rights Movement and the impact created in our history as a result.  My part as the librarian was to collect various resources for the students enabling them to conduct their research.  This involved pulling a selection of books from our student library for their use as well as creating a Pathfinder listing numerous websites that I evaluated and reviewed to assist the students in their research.  

   Students will use the computer lab in the library to research their topic and find visual representations of their topic. In addition, the first day they are in the library I will review with them the most accurate and effective means of researching their topic, what sites are recommended and what sites to avoid, etc.  The writing part of the assignment requires them to write a blog, so I will also review the instructions for creating and adding to a blog.  The students are also required to use visual images to convey meaning to their topic to be included in their blog.

   The Pathfinder and the blog can be found on the Library Media Center’s web page.  Instructions for using a blog will also be handed out in class.

ASSIGNMENT

  Choose a person, organization, event or issue from the list below.  If you would like to do it on a topic or person not listed, please obtain permission from the teacher.  Your assignment is to research your topic using at least three Internet resource and one book resource.  

  Then you will start a blog, writing a minimum of three paragraphs on your subject.  A detail description of your topic is required as well as your personal reaction.  Each student is then required to read ten student’s blogs and then write comments on a minimum of five of the blogs.  Visual images representing your topic should be included.

   



   Topics:

People







Organizations/Groups
Thurgood Marshall




NAACP   /    Black Muslims

Rosa Parks





 CORE    /    Black Panthers

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.



SNCC     /   Freedom Riders

Daisy Bates





Ku Klux Klan


James Meredith





Legislation
Edward Brooks


                    Brown v Board of Education

 George Wallace




 Civil Rights Act of 1957

Emmett Till



                    Civil Rights Act of 1960


Malcolm X


 


Civil Rights Act of 1964

Huey Newton




Voting Rights Act of 1965

Bobby Seales







Jim Zwerg




                 
  
Marches
John Lewis





March on Birmingham

Shirley Chisolm




March on Washington

James Earl Ray




March on Selma

Misc.

Montgomery Bus Boycott


Voter Registration Drive

Crisis at Little Rock Arkansas

African American athletes



Sit-ins




African American artists

Little Rock Nine

Timeline:  Students will have five days in the library to work on this assignment:  two days for research, one day for setting up and writing the blog, one day for reading and responding to other’s blogs, and one day for class discussion concerning the various issues addressed .
Assignment of Responsibilities:  This Civil Rights Movement program is part of the regular curriculum so this program is not something promoted, it’s just presented by the history teacher and librarian.  The history teacher will explain the assignment and requirements, and the librarian will review Internet research strategies and teach students how to create/write blogs and insert visual images into the blog. Both will assist students as needed in the process.  The history teacher will grade the students as far as content and quality of writing, and the librarian will evaluate their selection of website sources and creation of their blog.

Materials required and Budget:

   Students will need access to the Library Media Center’s computer lab for five days, which has already been scheduled.  No budget is required as the computer lab is freely access and the assignment is all electronic.

Evaluation:      

  Students will be evaluated on the following criteria by the history teacher:  1) Number of sources used – minimum three Internet resources and one book 2) Writing demonstrates an understanding of the topic and is of a minimum of three paragraphs 3) Student clearly describes their personal feelings about the topic 4) Student effectively creates a blog 5) Visual images are included in the blog and 6) Student writes thoughtful responses/comments to a minimum of 5 other student’s blogs.
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