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Print Non-fiction Reference Books:

Dictionary 

1.  Merriam Websters School Dictionary. 2004.

         
Geared towards students in the 9th to 12th grade there are over 90,000 entries in this well known standard dictionary.  Quite legible and include a Biographical and Geographical Names section.

2. Oxford Spanish Dictionary. 2003.  Foreign language dictionary that includes over 200,000 words and phrases and 450,000 translations.  Useful and practical this dictionary has many real-world current examples.
3. Oxford Hachette French Dictionary. 2007.  Foreign language dictionary that includes over 200,000 words and phrases and 450,000 translations.  Useful and practical this dictionary has many real-world current examples.
Thesauras.
4. Roget’s II, The New Thesauras, 2003.

Hard cover, easy-to-use thesaurus allows the user to quickly look up words alphabetically.  A brief definition is provided as well as a list of synonyms.  A Category Index cross references the listed synonyms. 

Atlas

5.  Essential Atlas of the World, Penguin Publishers, 2005

 Beautifully illustrated, well organized and informative, this atlas provides accurate demographic information on countries around the world.  In addition, global conflicts are discussed.  

Websites:

  6.  Style Manuals and Citation Guides (APA, MLA, electronic).   (http://www.library.kent.edu/readyref/style.html)

Links are provided to a variety of citation guides.  This would be a great resource for high school and beyond for citing references for research papers.  There are several options so the librarian/teacher may need to provide some direction as to which cites to access and how to use the citation makers as they are not always straight-forward

7.  Library of Congress. (http://www.loc.gov/index.html). A reference users delight as this site offers a wide range of topics areas, historical and current, and includes webcasts, blogs and podcasts and several related links, and the information is accurate.  A worthwhile resource geared towards high school age students as it requires focus to navigate due to the quantity of information included on this site.  

8.   Homework Now., http://www.homeworknow.org/.  Can’t figure out the math problem or science reading and it’s after school and not a teacher in sight.  Use this real-time chat session for contacting professional librarians 24/7 who are happy to assist you with your homework in every subject area.

Databases:

9.  Opposing Viewpoints.  (http://infotrac.galegroup.com)

An excellent resource for articles on current social issues offering viewpoints on both sides of these often controversial hot topics.  Images, podcasts, statistics and links to related websites are part of this informative website.  In addition Lexile reading levels for periodicals are included as well as state curriculum standards.

10.  INFOhio.  www.infohio.org.  A quality database with a wide range of subject areas to access for research. Articles can be found on a variety of subjects from science to history to art and more, and include current and accurate information.  An online encyclopedia is available as well. Easy to navigate, users can select from various links to particular age levels, or to the school catalog.  Resources pertaining to academic standards are provided for teachers as well.  A wealth of quality resources.

.

11. North Coast Educational Media Center. www.ncemc.org. Today’s Science.   This is a great site to take ideas and concepts learned in the classroom and explore their real-world relevance.  Information is up-to-date and well written and illustrated as well as containing clearly explained concepts.  

12. North Coast Educational Media Center. www.ncemc.org. American History. This site assist students in not only learning about a particular era of history, but also helps to develop analytical thinking skills by exploring historical events and the conflicts/dilemmas created by them.  Very interesting and informative.

13.  North Coast Educational Media Center. www.ncemc.org. Country Reports. A fantastic site for exploring the world and its cultures.    One can learn about how people live, their land, food, family life, economics and be able to compare and contrast one country with another.  Maps and photos add to the wealth of fascinating facts and help one become a world traveler.

14.  North Coast Educational Media Center. www.ncemc.org. LitFinder.  Lots of drama - a reader’s delight!  Access poems, stories, essays, plays or speeches.  One could get lost for hours on this site searching by genre, subject or author.

      Very comprehensive. 

15.  North Coast Educational Media Center. www.ncemc.org.  Biography Resource. Name somebody, anybody, and it’s quite likely that one will be able to find some piece of information about them.  Wide range of people, from all walks of life can be found in this helpful database.  Several sources are returned in a search offering a selection of resources to explore.  Easy to use 

Encyclopedias:

16.  Compton’s by Britannica. 2007.  (26 Vols.)This is a well cross-referenced and easy-to-use encyclopedia.    Colorful pictures and diagrams make this resource visually appealing and easy to read.   A helpful research guide and index can be found in Volume 26.

17.  Your Body:  How It Works Set. 2004 and 2005. (11 Titles)

Full color photographs illustrate the body’s organs, systems and cells.  Fact boxes, charts and line art provide details to this fascinating information.  Additional features include a glossary, a bibliography, an index, related websites and additional reading list.  Lots of information included in this easy to read resource.

18. Science Encyclopedia Set. 2004 and 2005. Titles include:  Biology (2004), Chemistry (2005), Earth Science (2005) and Physics (2004).  The periodic table of the elements and a geologic time line are included in the Appendixes.  Each book covers concepts, theories, technology and people significant in the science field.  Geared towards 9th to 12th graders.  Full of pertinent and helpful information.

19.  The New Encyclopedia Of Science. 2003. Oxford Publishers. Essays and illustrations provide basic knowledge about a variety of scientific topics in this nine-volume set.  Great resource for exploring a range of scientific concepts and theories.

20. Angelo, Joseph A. Encyclopedia Of Space And Astronomy. 2006.  More than 3,000 articles, alphabetically arranged, are found in this one-volume encyclopedia which  is easy to navigate and able to be cross-referenced.  Appendixes listing a bibliography and web sites as well as numerous tables are included as well as a detailed index.   Articles are current and from authoritative sources.  Very helpful in exploring outer space.
21.  Tanton, James. Encyclopedia Of Mathematics. 2005. FACTS ON FILE Publishers.  This comprehensive one-volume encyclopedia is designed for high school through early college age students and contains a wide range of information about mathematics, including Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and Calculus.  Lots of easy to follow explanations.

22.  Feinstein, Stephen. Decades of the 20th Century. 2006. Set of 10 Titles.

   Each book in the series covers a decade of the 20th century highlighting politics, sports, arts and entertainment, medical and scientific advancement and lifestyles.  Information is presented in a brief survey format. Clearly understood and informative.

23.  Encyclopedia Of American History, 2003. Facts on File Inc..  12 volumes.  A comprehensive compilation covering the entire history of America and the important people, events and topics of its time contributing to the growth of this nation. The political, social, economic, and cultural events that have influence the development of our country is presented in a balanced manner. Very thorough and easy to follow.

24. Social Issues Firsthand, 2006 and 2007.  (10 Titles).  

General discussion of various social issues ranging from abortion to the environment to integration and more.  In addition these controversial subjects are addressed from balancing perspectives contributing to an evaluative and objective approach to these often emotional topics.

25.  Andrea, Alfred J., The Encyclopedia of World History. 2008.  A B C-Clio, Incorporated. (21 volumes).  A thorough review of major events over the course of time this book offers a wealth of information for any student wanting to learn about where we came from. 

26. Art Explained.  2007.  Set of 3 Titles.

           Set of three books, one on art, one on architecture and one on fifty great artists, each with glossy colorful pictures and detailed insets describing various styles, techniques, materials or technology. Clear and easy to follow with wonderful graphics.

Videos:

27. United States Government, Schlessinger Media, 11 Titles in Series.

            This informative video allows students to review the people, laws, events and documents that contributed to the building of democracy in America, as well as the roles of the legislative and executive branches, the Constitution and The Bill of Rights.  Excerpts from the speeches and writings of famous Americans, and interviews with government officials, political scientists, historians and other contributing American citizens help students to learn about the government system established in our country.

28.  The American Revolution
, Schlessinger Media, 2003

The origins and causes of the American Revolution are explained in this informative program. Learn about Patriots and Loyalists, the Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea Party and other events that helped unite the colonies. 

29. World War II, Schlessinger Media, 2003, 

                       The events in Europe and Asia that help lead to a second world war are depicted through war newsreels and photographs in this informative video.  Life in America is also explored including the second Great Migration and the internment of Japanese Americans. 

30. Planet Earth, BBC Warner, 2007

           We live on Earth, but what do we really know about it? Incredible photographic footage open our eyes to the lives of all beings on this planet as we witness the struggle to survive by animals in a range of habitat.  This 11-part series is narrated by David Attenborough and truly is a showcase for this magnificent place we call home. Contains 5 discs.

