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Feb. 2, 2010

     Met with Cinda Dehner, the Librarian for Bissell Elementary School.  Bissell is for 2nd and 3rd grade students only.  There are about 750 students in the school.  Cinda, who is a certified librarian, teaches about 25 classes a week, every 2nd and 3rd grade class comes to the library once a week.  It’s a fairly diverse school population-wise.  

     She showed me around the library and talked about the program at Bissell.  She and I talked about various projects she's working on and how I could be an active participant the week I'm at Bissell and we decided that I would create a lesson on writing a Bibliography for the third graders.  She also asked if I could create a lesson plan template. 

    Cinda was really nice and so willing to help.  She obviously loves what she does and dedicates a great deal of time to her job.  

March 13, 2010

     Put together a lesson plan for writing a bibliography geared towards third graders. Searched the Internet for some ideas and found one that I adapted to fit.  The students will be writing a simple bibliography just including the author's name, the title of the book, and the copyright date.  I created a worksheet that describes what a bibliography is, the required information, and the parts included and the special order and punctuation for the information. The students will pretend to write a research paper and have two books for resources.  They will need to identify the topic and then write the list of references in alphabetical order in the designated section.     

     Also created a lesson plan template. Cinda had given me a few that she had used in the past but wanted something that include the desired information in a cohesive format.  Played around with the template and will attach the one I came up with.  To do this I just looked at the examples she gave me and thought about the pieces of information she wanted to include and after playing with some ideas in my head just put it together with some final tweaking.

    I’ve been used to thinking about high school students so this is quite a change, and I certainly had to adjust my thinking as far as what is appropriate, and grade level. That is the biggest difference as they are at other ends of the spectrum.

March 14, 2010

     Decided to add an element to the lesson where the students would have 'cards' with the information on it, ie. copyright date, title, etc.  So I went to the drug store to buy red poster board, typed up and printed out the words, then glued them onto the board.  I will take the poster board in to be laminated to ensure they last.  I liked what I came up with and how it looks.  It definitely took more time that I anticipated.  I didn’t really mind as I thought it was worthwhile, but was again reminded of how time consuming it can be preparing for a lesson.

April, 2010

       On my first day at Bissell Cinda talked about what the plan was for the week.  She usually creates and does the same lesson for the week, one for the second graders and one for the third graders.  There are different themes for the lessons related to what students are working on in class or to what's on the calendar, the time of year.  She tends to work closely with the teachers in the school.  Typically she reads a fiction book she has previously selected and then has an assignment for them to complete.  After that they can select books to take out.  With it being the week before spring break they were not going to be picking out books so the lesson was extended.  If they completed the assignment before the end of class they would have time to color.  

     This is the week before spring vacation and only a four-day week so she decided to do a lesson on baseball, incorporating a bibliography on Jackie Robinson and the poem Casey at the Bat for the second graders.  Then they had to complete a worksheet that was a timeline on the life of Robinson.  They had just been working on using a timeline so I liked how Cinda tied that in to the lesson.  For the third graders she will read Rechnenka's Egg, and show the students pictures of the intricately colored eggs.  Here I like how she tied the books theme in to the season.  She also talked about the author of the book as several of the students and teachers are familiar with her.  The second half of the lesson will be the bibliography lesson that I will do.  The class time is for 45 minutes.  

     To prepare for the bibliography lesson I needed to pull sets of nonfiction books that they could use for their pretend ‘research’ project.  It was fun selecting the books.  I mainly chose animals of various kinds as kids tend to love animals, and then I chose some on the planets, stars and sun.  I had brought a book on Spiders, from the public library that I had checked out for this assignment.  Kids tend to either be fascinated or grossed out with the pictures.  I like the nonfiction books too as the kids love learning various bits of information about the animals (i.e. that spiders have 8 eyes).  And I would do that (talk about its characteristics) when going around helping students who especially showed interest in their animals

     I observed Cinda with the classes and did my bibliography lesson.  The kids are really fun.  They are really well behaved.  They file in and sit in four rows of about 5 kids.  Most kids sat or talked quietly until the lesson started.  While Cinda talked the majority of kids were rapt with attention listening to her.  They took in what she said and some asked questions.  There are always some irrelevant questions but it’s easy to pull the kids back to the task.  They were expressive – gasping in pleasure at the pictures of the intricately painted eggs or ready to use their hands to signal the ball player was safe.  The kids loved being involved.  There were always a few kids who had difficulty keeping their hands to themselves, or who were talking and not listening, but when reminded to pay attention they did.  Some had to be reminded more than once, but that is certainly to be expected for this age – for any age really.  This week was a more challenging for them to sit still and stay focused as the students were taking the Iowa test this week and it’s the week before spring break.     

     Most of them worked hard on their assignments.  Some of them would be chatting and distracted but again, most of them were focused.  It was interesting to observe the range of behaviors.  Some kids got really interested in the books and talked about the topic and didn’t do their assignment.  Some kids easily and effortlessly completed the work. A few kids would see what others were doing on their papers, seemingly hesitant to put the wrong answer or not wanting to take the time to do the work of figuring it out.  Most kids had questions and needed some guidance, which was perfectly normal. 

     In my mind doing the lesson on writing a bibliography was going to be a drier, less fun lesson, and I was wondering how the kids would take to the lesson.  And it certainly wasn’t as interesting as the books, but the kids still paid good attention.  I did try to involve them as best I could – having them repeat things, having the cards with the bibliography words on them so that in groups of four the kids could figure out if they were in the correct order, etc.  They love being involved.  So they paid attention and completed the task – having the fun books helped.  Some of them picked it up quickly and others struggled.  This is one of those topics that I think will need to be covered again and again until it’s second nature for them.              

     On Tuesday and Thursday another practicum student, Alyssa, from the library school was there.  She observed some in the morning and then she and I both did the lessons.  I did the bibliography lessons and also read the Rechencka’s Egg story.  Other times Alyssa read the story.  We made a good team!  When we were assisting the kids with the worksheets it was clear to me that having the three of us there was quite helpful as it allowed kids to get their questions fully answered.  It would have been a challenge to be the only adult to help out the class – and most of these classes were of 20 to 24 kids so with an even bigger class it would have been impossible.  Again I am reminded of all that teachers do.

     Speaking of that I was amazed at all Cinda did.  She typically taught 6 classes a day with a ½ hour lunch and 15 min. to do whatever she needed to do.  On Fridays she only taught one class so did have a little extra time there but she does so much for the kids that there is not enough time.  She has meetings on Fridays, or has the Senior Citizen group come in to read to the kids, or plans the lesson for the next week, or arranges for the author visit, or places her book order or a thousand other things she needs to take care of.  She, with a little of our help, straightened out the library some, clearing out old stuff etc. but I can see how it would be a difficult challenge to keep up with all the stuff.

     She does have regular parent volunteers that come in to help her – there would be no possible way for her to do her job without them.  She doesn’t have an aide so needs the volunteers.  They typically check books in and out and shelve them.  There are an amazing amount of books that go out of that library.  Sometimes they do other projects.  Some volunteers do a better job than others and some have been there for a longer time, staying well past when their child was a student at the school.  So much is done to engage the student, not only in class time but in other ways.  I was incredibly impressed with Cinda – what she’s created with the library as one can easily see that the kids LOVE the library – they were really disappointed that they couldn’t check out books! – they love the activities there, they love Cinda and listening to her stories and are learning a lot along the way, sometimes without even realizing it!

    Cinda does admit her technology skills are limited – but it seems that it’s not really necessary for this job.  They have a computer teacher who has the kids in the computer lab every other week to work on basic skills.  This leaves Cinda free to focus just on the library aspect of the job.  It seems t work really well.  I know that many schools use aides in the elementary school level and I think it’s a real shame as I witnessed first hand what students can gain from having a strong library media program.  This would be a wonderful place to work!
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