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Sept. 10, 2008

   The library received an order of 25 books, fiction and nonfiction, that need to be cataloged.  I have done this previously so it was a fairly routine task for me that I don’t mind doing.  

   Sept. 11, 2008 

     I also worked with the librarian, Amy Myers, in setting up a display on China.  The Special Education Dept. had received several Asian books from a grant and with the Summer Olympics being in China we decided to create a display that represented various aspects of China including physical structures such as the Great Wall, culture, famous people, etc.  I enjoy creating the displays – searching for information to include as there is so much fascinating facts.  Unfortunately the high school students don’t have the same level of interest which part of me finds disappointing and reminds me that I need to adjust my expectation.  Information can be offered, made available, and students can be encouraged to check it out, then it’s up to them.  Developmentally I think most of them aren’t there (I have 2 teenagers myself) but it will come and it is always worth planting seeds of interest.

Oct. 22, 2008

   Due to issues of time I decided to write one main journal entry for the collaboration project I completed with Jackie Moro, one of the 9th grade English teachers.  Mrs. Moro was teaching a unit on mythology and wanted to have the students complete an assignment where they would write their own myth and then film and edit it.   We agreed that using Windows Movie Maker would be the best program to use for this project as it is a free program available on all our computers, relatively easy to learn and the students could come into the computer lab during scheduled class time or on their own.

    My role for the project was to put together instructions using screen shots to be made available to the students and to present the tutorial to the students during class time in the computer lab in the library.  We decided we would post the instructions on Mrs. Moro’s web page.  

   I had used Movie Maker twice before but needed to refresh my memory of how to work with it plus deciding what information was necessary to include for the kids for their project.  I was definitely looking forward to working on this project as I figured it would be a great experience, especially as I have not taught a class previously.

    The teacher deferred to my preference as to whether or not the instructions would be in Word or in Power Point.  I had created instructions like this before using Word so thought I would go with that program.  The process of putting together the screen shots and wording for the instructions ended up being a lot more tedious and time consuming than anticipated.  Mrs. Moro had wanted the instructions to be able to take them step by step through the process so I felt it was important to be quite detailed.  

    Oct. 23, 2008

 I was surprised by how much time and how tedious creating the instructions was.  I was trying to ensure the level of detail required, but it is really slow going.  Yet I’m feeling that the instructions are thorough and the students shouldn’t have any questions.

    OK, today’s the day.  I have never taught a class before.  Surprisingly I’m not nervous as I feel I’m prepared.  

   Well I taught the first class.  We were in the computer lab in the library and the students arrived before the teacher so many of them had logged onto the computer and opened up the program.  I had the laptop and projector set up.  The presentation went pretty smoothly, except that I almost ran out of time and some students were not paying attention as they were playing around with the computers.  It seemed that it was difficult for some of them to sustain attention on the presentation.  

     I thought about the presentation afterword and thought that I probably had more details in the presentation than they needed.  They could refer to the instructions on the teacher’s website if needed, but that for their purposes the presentation could be pared down.  I also thought it might be easier to do that in Power Point, so as I edited I transferred the pared down version to Power Point.  

   For the second class I locked the computers so that the students were not able to get on them during my presentation to lessen the distractions.  Then I went through the presentation, which worked better with the less detail.  Because I did not have time to go over the edited version in my head I felt the presentation was not as smooth.  I started to say that to take this step one would do X, but I had forgotten another step.  I caught my error and got back on track.  There was enough time left at the end of the presentation that the kids were able to pull up the program and practice using it which I was able to help them with.  This seemed to work more effectively.   

    I have always had a great appreciation for what teachers do, but I found my respect grow as I stood in the teacher shoes that day.  The amount of preparation required, estimating the amount of time needed to present the lesson, trying to keep the kids attention was all a learning process.  I can see where it would get easier the more you do it as you tweak what you’re doing here and there.  Or at least you have a better sense of what you need to do to get organized.

     Allowing time to put together lesson plans would be another task that I would need to learn to streamline as I would certainly not have the luxury of that much time for one lesson.  

     From what the teacher shared with me after the lesson, and from talking to the librarian and other teachers, it seems that gaining the attention of the students or getting the kids to focus is a constant challenge.  I had thought I would have had it easier  as this seemed like a fun project, but the tediousness of the details I’m sure lost them.  They would rather do and be active it seems.

      I really liked working with Jackie.  She was glad to work with me and gave me free rein to create my presentation within the parameters she outlined.  She gave me good feedback and was receptive to my observations and comments. 

Oct. 30, 2008

     Over the past several weeks students have been coming into the library to work on their Movie Maker project.  Some of them lost some of their work because they were not saving it correctly.  They need to do this finishing step and save it to the desktop.  As Movie Maker is a free program it does have some drawbacks but overall it works well.  

    I learned a couple things from this process as well.  I had communicated the need for students to do the finishing steps during the class, but in thinking about it and in talking to Amy and Jackie, realizing how essential it is to mention, stress, remind the student about the important things you want them to remember.  Now I only had the students the one day and what might have helped is if I communicated with the teacher better about her reminding the students.  I don’t think many of them looked at the instructions online as they thought they knew what they were doing.  And most of them did – there were just the handful of student groups that had difficulty and as a result some of them were frustrated with the process.  Other students found it to be a blast.  That’s probably how it goes.

Nov. 7, 2008

    Now I’ll write about working together with Mark Walton, the 9th grade Integrated Science teacher.  He likes to include extra articles, videos, video clips, and hands-on activities in his class so asked me to do the leg work for finding such material.  I did various searches using United Streaming and other resources to find material connected to the physics concepts he was interested in.  This again was a time intensive project which was interesting to do, but when I did find things I wasn’t always sure if they were what he was looking for and how useful they’d actually be.  I wondered if I was getting too many materials or if they weren’t pertinent.  Mark has not had the time himself to look at all the materials I pulled together for him so I don’t have that kind of feedback yet.

    One of the things he was interested in was a project where one builds a roller coaster incorporating physics principles.  That was fun and I would love to learn how to create a WebQuest to do this but would have to teach myself and that would require more time and collaboration which I’m not sure Mark has to give me.  Maybe over the course of time we’ll be able to.

Nov. 21, 2008

     Over the past couple of weeks I’ve had the opportunity to install software programs or upload videos.  I like doing the hands-on activities but I get stuck sometimes when I’m asked to do something and I don’t know what option to go with.  What is difficult for me is that I don’t know how one knows what options to go with.  Part of it I assume is just playing around with the media, trying different things, becoming familiar with it.  Being older I did not grow up with technology so it is not always as intuitive for me as it seems to be for younger folks.  But I do find that the more I do the more I learn so I figure I just need to keep doing.

Nov. 26, 2008

    Amy has let me decide about what displays I’d like to create for the library.  I enjoy this aspect as it seems one thought leads to another.  I decided to do a “Books of the Month” spotlight where I would select a book that would appeal more to girls and another for the boys.  I try to read some of the books so I know what they’re about so I selected one I had just read that I also knew a couple of girls had read and liked.  It was more difficult finding a selection for boys that would hold wide appeal as I was not as familiar with some of those books.  But I came up with the 2 books and created a display that also included information about the author and related topics.

    This led me to do an additional display as in my search for a guy appeal book I had thought about a couple of books that had to do with mountain climbing.  So I created a display that would showcase not only the fiction books but some nonfiction books we had.  I searched for facts and pictures about Mt. Everest and put this together for the display.

It was fun to work on.  I’m surprised by how much time it takes, so it’s good that I enjoy it.

Nov. 26, 2008

   Well this semester is done already and I had the opportunity to do and learn several different tasks as part of my practicum.  It has been a good experience.

Jan. 23, 2009

   I am continuing to work at West Geauga High School for my practicum.  This semester I will be putting in about 60 hours at West G (and 40 hours at University School).  I talked with Amy, the LMS, about different tasks I will take on this semester.  Some of them will be a continuation of tasks I have completed before, but need to be done of course, and then we’ll try to come up with some projects and other ideas as time goes on.

Jan.  27, 2009

  I decided to use the books, White Darkness by Geraldine McCauley, a Michael Printz Award Winner book as the “female” book and “Sunrise Over Fallujah” by Walter Dean Myers for the “male” Books of the Month.  There is a female protagonist in White Darkness, who discovers strengths she didn’t know she had as she confronts the stark wilderness in Antarctica and her uncle unraveling into madness.   I did research about Antarctica that I included in my display that I found to be fascinating.  Fallujah concerns Iraq so put together some information about the Iraqi war.  I created a “quiz” to get kids to check out the displays and hopefully enjoy learning some new things – but the response is small.  

Feb. 5, 2009

   I’ve been spending some time on a display about fiction books that have to do with high school friendships, popularity, peer pressure, bullying, etc.  We had some new books come in that a few of the students read that they really liked that had to do with these themes so thought I’d put them out there for other students to see.  One of the students was a girl who I know who is in special ed classes.  One day a friend brought her over and said “we need to find her a book”.  We did and she loved it and has been coming back regularly since.  She’s not the fastest reader but I’m just thrilled for her that she’s opening up this world of books.

  Feb. 10, 2009

     I’ve noticed that more students are checking books out this year vs. last year.  At least it seems that way.  It’s often the same group of students, predominantly female, who check fiction books out.  It seems that the males who do check books out opt for fantasy, sci-fiction or maybe espionage.  The females tend to like more books about people and relationships.  There is one girl who will read both fiction and non-fiction, alternating between the two.   I enjoy talking with her as she is one who thinks about things on different levels.  Some of the books I like I know will have a more limited appeal to these students.   I like books about life and people, well-developed characters, that have greater depth – where the main character is confronted with life-changing events.  I’m really into multi-cultural literature and I don’t find too many at this school who are.  My favorite book is Sold by Patricia McCormick about a young Nepalese girl who’s family is so poor that her alcoholic step-father sells her to a brothel.  Sad story, but incredibly written – so eloquent.  But the high school kids are often interested in books about people they can relate to.

Feb. 18, 2009

  I’ve been doing more trouble-shooting with computers.  If there is a problem I go over and look at it paying closer attention and being more patient.  I am definitely more comfortable than I was last year, feel more competent, and have confidence that I can handle most things.  I still encounter problems that I don’t know how to fix but some of those are things that are really problems the IT guys are needed for.  

Feb. 24, 2009

   I will be attending the Baker & Taylor book scan for Amy.  This event is sponsored by the vendor and they display books they are showcasing for librarians to review.  I will be selecting fiction (20%) and non-fiction books(80%), so I will need to prepare myself by talking with the teachers and finding out what books they might be interested in that would fit with the curriculum.  I know that the Social Studies classes, particularly the American Government classes or American Issues classes do extensive research on a wide range of subjects that they select with the teacher’s approval.  So I started with talking to the Social Studies teachers and asking for a list of subjects or content that they would like to see the library have more of to provide more resources for the student’s research.

   A few of the teachers were interested in getting some DVDs.  The library’s video selection is pretty old – mostly VHS tapes with maybe about 25 DVDs at the most.  We are all wanting to increase the number of DVDs so will order several this school year.  The English Dept. had several Shakespeare and a couple of other DVDs on certain novels they were interested in and the Science Dept. had a few they wanted as well.  One of the math teachers found a DVD set that she wanted on probability and the Life Skills/Parenting teacher found a set on Preschool Development.   I was glad to see those subject areas get something they needed, but I was aghast at the cost of the videos.  Most of the English one’s were about $20., but the Math and Toddler sets for about $250. for a set of three. That is a LOT of money! It’s like they know there are a limited number of vendors so they have a corner on the market and so can charge a hefty sum of money.  Not that they aren’t good videos, but just what a waste of money! I just think of how many other things could be bought with the extra money if those DVDs were more reasonably priced.

Feb. 27th, 2009

   Amy had been weeding the library and now we have a large number of books that need to be discarded.  In SIRSI Dynix I went through and discarded them all in the catalog.  Now we will need to generate a report of the books and have the WG Board approve their disposal.  One of the reports we ran indicated that the average age of the books in our library is 1977.  That is way outdated – although that still includes all the discarded books.  I’ll be curious to see how that changes after the discarded books are out of the system.  I still think they’ll be too old, but will be an improvement.  Our budget for books is just not that much money and I know Amy mentioned that it had been cut the previous year.

March 5, 2009

     I am so excited.  One of the AP English teachers (Keli Sessler) approached me today to talk about collaborating on a project.  Her class reads The Great Gatsby and in the past she’s had the students research various aspects of the 1920’s culture that they are interested in.  This year she wanted to use technology so was thinking of a blog. We talked about what her goal was and I told her I would look into it further and come up with some suggestions.

March 8, 2009

   I did some research and talked to a couple of people as far as a writing tool to use for the English teacher.  I checked out blogs, Moodle and wikis.  I ended up deciding on using a wiki as suggested by the librarian.  So I researched how to set one up and what features were available on it –what the class could do.  I set up an account under my name and was playing around with the features and setting up the page.  I will need her class lists before I can proceed further.

March 10, 2009

     Received the class lists from Keli and set up accounts for all her students.  I also used our databases to research sites that would be reliable, valid, etc. and created a Pathfinder the students could use for their research.  This has been so fun.  There are numerous interesting sites about the 1920’s – such a fascinating period of time in US history.  

March 11, 2009

    Introduced the wiki to Keli’s two English classes. Showed them how to get on to and maneuver through it.   Also showed them the pathfinder of resources.  Went around the class afterwards and assisted as needed.  I was asked a couple of questions that I didn’t know the answer to so explored the site further to find the answers. Talked with Keli and she decided that each student would set up a page with their own favorite topic with comments and a picture and then they would need to read and comment on five other students.  We played around with the wiki some more to get the “how to” down.  I was able to show the second class more as we had learned more by then.  

   I feel pretty comfortable teaching in front of the class – I set up the laptop and projector so that they could see where they need to go on the screen.  I found that – as did the students – to be more helpful.  It seems that having the visual is helpful.  But I also notice that because this is new information for me as well that I stumbled a couple of times as I don’t have the information down pat.

March 12, 2009

   Keli gave the English students a half sheet of paper with the instructions and assignment.  The classes really worked independently and did not need my assistance.  Having the written information was helpful as well.  I can see how having both would have the most impact.  I don’t know for sure, but my sense is that the visual would best be used initially and then the written piece serves as the reinforcement.  Both classes were quite absorbed with the research and found some fascinating bits of information.  They were so quiet because they were so involved with the assignment and both classes reported to Keli how much they enjoyed the assignment.   It certainly helped having the topic be so interesting but it was a good use of technology and research.  The wiki was a medium none of the students had used before so that was great fun to introduce.  

   I was kind of surprised that Keli asked about an assignment like this as I did not think – for no valid reason – that she was open to the technology.   I think she found it to be a great tool as well and will definitely use it again.

