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Print Materials

Molly Brunner

Title 

	Hitler Youth, Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow  by Susan Campbell Bartoletti


Source/Location

	School’s library, public library or Amazon.com 


Copyright date, cost, length (in pages, if applicable)

	©2005, 175 pages.  Cost from $7.00 to $18.00


Subject area and grade level

	History, Social Studies   -  Grades 6  to 12, although I am focusing on grade 10


Instructional strategies that you would use with this material:

	The students could be assigned the role of various youths (i.e. an enthusiastic member of Hitler Youth, a handicapped child, a Jew, etc.) from the book and write a one to two page paper about that person’s experience and their reaction to it.  The student would present this to the class as if they are that person and elicit their fellow student’s comments.  The purpose would be to elicit an understanding of the thinking and emotional processes of their person as well as others, and the pressure and fears created in the environment of the time. 

     If this resource were used in conjunction with the Holocaust webquest  it could be interesting for students to compare and contrast the victimization of children in Germany and the Holocaust. 




Brief description of this material:

	     Fascinating book about the recruitment of Germany’s “pure” youth into an organized group, which numbered more than 3.5 million by 1933; 7 million by 1939.  The historical events occurring at the time of Hitler’s rise to power and how he gained the trust of the young people who joined his youth group are described.  The story includes interviews with survivors of Hitler’s Youth Group as well as dissidents and Jews. Book covers the period of time from 19xx to 19xx


Examples of Standards/Outcomes/Objectives related to this material

	For 9th and 10th graders – People in Societies -  Benchmark B.  Analyze the consequences of oppression, discrimination and conflict between cultures.

For 11th and 12th graders – People in Societies - Benchmark B.  Identify the causes of political, economic and social oppression and analyze ways individuals, organizations and countries respond to resulting conflicts.


Prerequisites (e.g., prior knowledge, reading ability, vocabulary level, etc.) 

	      Prior knowledge not necessary but helpful, as book provides a chronology of events of Hitler’s rise to power and of World War II.  Some understanding of World War I and the Treaty of Versailles would also be helpful in understanding how it influenced the people’s acceptance of Hitler.  Reading ability should be at 8th grade level with corresponding vocabulary level.




Strengths of material

	Presents viewpoints of the children from that period of time


Limitations of material

	Not enough copies for every child so students would need to share.  


Special features of material

	Authentic black and white pictures and interviews.


Your ratings – remember to include comments to support your ratings – use some type of visual cue to identify your rating (for example, change the color of the text, bold the text, draw a box or circle around your choice of high, medium, or low for each rating area—be creative!)

	Rating area


	High Quality
	Medium Quality
	Low Quality
	Comments to support rating level

	Alignment with standards, outcomes, and objectives


	Standards/outcomes/ objectives addressed and use of material should enhance student learning.


	Standards/outcomes/ objectives addressed and use of material may  enhance student learning
	Standards/outcomes/ objectives not addressed and use of material will likely not enhance student learning


	The study of Hitler’s regime is a perfect means to analyze the consequences of oppression, discrimination and conflict between cultures as well as the causes of political, economic and social oppression



	Accurate and current Information


	Information is correct and does not contain material that is out of date


	Information is correct, but does contain material that is out of date


	Information is not correct and does contain material that is out of date
	The book is current (2005) and is based on historical events so is not out of date

	Age-appropriate language


	Language used is age appropriate and vocabulary is understandable


	Language used is nearly age appropriate and some vocabulary is above/below student age


	Language used is not appropriate and vocabulary is clearly inappropriate for student age
	Language and vocabulary is appropriate for 10th grade students.

	Interest level and engagement

 
	Topic is presented so that students are likely to be interested and actively engaged in learning


	Topic is presented to interest students most of the time and engage most students in learning
	Topic presented so as not to interest students and not engage them in learning
	Students would be actively engaged in learning about the events of this time.  For the assignment they would not be required to read the whole book.  They would have actual people to learn about, youth around their age.

	Technical quality


	The material represents best available media


	The material represents media that are good quality, although there may be some problems using it


	The material represents media that are not well prepared and are of very poor quality
	This is an outstanding book on the Hitler Youth group – the how and why they became involved and the impact on them.

	Ease of use (user may be student or teacher)


	Material follows easy-to-use patterns with nothing to confuse the user


	Material follows patterns that are easy to follow most of the time, with a few things that may confuse the user


	Material follows no patterns and most of the time the user may be very confused
	Book is easy to follow with chapters and indexes.

	Bias Free
	There is no evidence of objectionable bias or advertising


	There is little evidence of bias or advertising
	There is much evidence of bias or advertising
	There is no advertising and no apparent evidence of bias as it is based on interviews of these youth.

	User guide and directions


	The user guide is an excellent resource for use in a lesson

Directions should help teachers and students use the material


	The user guide is a good resource for use in a lesson

Directions may help teachers and students use the material
	The user guide is a poor resource for use in a lesson

Directions do not help teachers and students use the material
	NA  -  No user guide is provided with this book.

	Fosters creativity


	Most students can use the materials to create original products that represent learning


	Some students can use the materials to start original products that begin to show their learning


	Most students cannot use the materials to create original products that represent their learning


	Students can easily select people who’s role they can identify to help them understand the role of oppression etc.

	Reading level


	The material is presented at an appropriate reading level so that most students can understand the information


	The material is presented at a reading level so that some students can understand the information
	The material is presented at a reading level so that few students can understand the information
	The book is geared towards 6th to 12th graders so should be at an appropriate reading level for the 10th graders.

	Clarity of organization


	The material is presented in such a way that most students are able to use the information


	The material is presented in such a way that some students are able to use the information


	The material is presented in such a way that few students are able to use the information


	The material is organized in chapters following a basic chronological order.

	Table of contents and index


	The table of contents and index are useful for students to access information


	The table of contents and index are moderately useful for students to access information


	The table of contents and index are not useful for students to access information


	The table of contents and index is helpful and useful.



Recommended for classroom use: 

Yes



No

Ideas for classroom use

	The students could be assigned the role of various youths (i.e. an enthusiastic member of Hitler Youth, a handicapped child, a Jew, etc.) from the book and write a one to two page paper about that person’s experience and their reaction to it.  The student would present this to the class as if they are that person and elicit their fellow student’s comments.  The purpose would be to elicit an understanding of the thinking and emotional processes of their person as well as others, and the pressure and fears created in the environment of the time.  Another possible task, although more wieldy, would be to assign students to different groups and recreate in a sense, act out the different roles and then discuss their experience.  Class discussion about the Hitler Youth organization and the factors involved in its creation and hold on the German youth.


Evaluation rubric from Smaldino,  Lowther, & Russell, Instructional Technology and Media for Learning, 9th ed. Copyright © 2008 by Pearson Education
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