JOURNAL FOR MY PRACTICUM AT 

WEST GEAUGA HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY

FALL 2009

Aug. 25, 2009

     Starting up again at West Geauga’s Library Media Center, with the LMS, Amy Meyers.  I have already put in many hours here and am familiar with many of the tasks.  This semester I will be putting in 100 hours.   School begins on 8/26 so I am doing the preparation work for that, getting all the audio visual equipment checked for full functioning and delivered to the teachers.  I’m adding details to the spreadsheet I had previously created to be able to have more thorough and accurate records, including noting the bulbs used for each teacher’s overhead projector so I can refer to that list to determine the type of bulb they need.

Aug. 28, 2009

     I had placed an order with Amazon.com, the first time they were used as a vendor for us.  It was easy and convenient, and it enabled us to get better prices on many DVDs and books.  Plus the delivery time is quicker than ordering through Baker & Taylor.  But they don’t come with the markings already on them so I have to go through the process of cataloging them all.  The library has not opened as a study hall yet so my energies don’t need to go into supervising the students and I have time to do the cataloging relatively uninterrupted.  Makes the job go much more quickly and smoothly, although there were a lot to be done.  Then I also sent out an email letting the teachers know about the new additions to our collection.

Aug. 31, 2009

     We need to order more scantron forms for the teachers so talked with Amy and we decided to order enough to last through the year, as well as the laminate and poster paper.  Also looked at our supply inventory to determine what else we need, thinking that we would get fully stocked up early in the year.  So spent time calculating what we need and then put in the requisition for the items.

Sept. 3, 2009

   A parent dropped off a donation of books for the library – it’s great as some of the books are a little more sophisticated than some of the other young adult books we have.  I try to read many of the fiction books we get as I think it helps me as far as making recommendations.  I like to get to know the kids some and then I can match them up with a book I think they’d like.  It seems that many of the books address high school issues but are written at middle school level.  Anyways these obviously aren’t catalogued either so am doing that process.  Kids are in study hall now so more interruptions, but not too bad.

Sept. 8, 2009

   Lots of little trouble shooting issues coming up with getting students set up correctly with their student accounts, using Word 2007, etc.  Amy did the Freshman Orientation and there are always kids who are absent or not paying attention so helping them out as well.  Several teachers needing some computer help as well so helping them out.  I definitely feel more comfortable in this role – although I am still no expert.

   Also spent some time today talking with Jackie Moro, the 9th grade English teacher who I worked with on the Movie Maker project for last year.  She is interested in doing the project again this year.  That made me feel good that she asked me and I’m looking forward to doing it again as I learned what did and didn’t work last year and know how to adjust the lesson.  There are certain pieces I will leave out as they weren’t necessary and others that I will focus on more and emphasize.

    In talking she mentioned that the students will be doing a free choice reading so I also mentioned to her my idea about using a Wiki for the students to present their books and write a summary about it and then be able to comment on other’s books.  She loved the idea so I’m going to get started on this project.  Yeah!

 Sept. 10, 2009

  Had a great discussion with Amy talking about plans for this school year. She has her vision and with all that I’ve been learning in school and especially from the Instructional Applications of the Internet class, that really got me pumped, I felt that we were really collaborating.  The focus was on incorporating technology more.  I shared with her my idea about doing a Technology day during Parent-Teacher conferences  - it would need to be in Feb. so that we can have examples of ways that technology is used in the classroom to demonstrate for other teachers, students, administrators and parents. She really liked the idea and I hope we can pull it off.  We also talked about doing mini-tech classes on a weekly basis and put down some ideas for topics.  I am so excited as this should provide some excellent learning opportunities for me.

Sept. 10, 2009

   Working on the ‘Book of the Month’ display that I started last year.  I selected two fantasy books – one geared more for guys and one for girls.  Put together information on the books themselves, the author and on the genre ‘fantasy’.  There is one good display area in the library but the other ones are not in the line of vision as much so need to think about how to get students to see the display.

Sept. 30, 2009

     It has been a while since I’ve written in here, but I made the choice to write about the whole experience of doing the Book Wiki after it was finished.  Initially it was fun getting on the wiki, setting up the wiki for the class and formatting it, adding images that will make it appealing and functional.  

   Then came the tedious process of adding all the students.  It took a while for the teacher to get me the list but finally got it and was able to set it up in Excel so that I could easily import it in.  Oh, I forgot.  We ended up decided to create two wikis just to keep the size more manageable – so one wiki was for her two Honors classes and the other for her three regular classes.  This was a tedious process setting up individual pages for each student to work on.  I’m not sure how well this will work but that seemed like the best way to do it as each student needs their own page to put their book on.

     I spent a good amount of time preparing for teaching the class.  I feel like I need to have everything mapped out and to write down even what I will be saying.  I spend time practicing this as it helps me to feel more comfortable and more prepared and so ready to teach.  The assignment requires the students to write a summary of the book they’ve read, include related images and links, edit their text and write comments on other students pages.

     My task was to teach all five classes in how to use the wiki and do the tasks mentioned.  Some of the students seemed excited about it and were anxious to play around with it.  There were a couple of classes where the students weren’t able to log on at all.  I was able to get them on in a round-about way but I’ll need to figure out what the problem is.

    I found myself thinking about changing how I taught the class as I initially I had the students follow along with me as I used the laptop and projector to show them screen shots.  My thinking was that I should show them the process and then give them time to practice it.  I chose that way as what tends to happen is that students start going off on their own on their computers and don’t follow along as it’s hard to find the balanced pace.  Some kids are wizzes with the computer and others need to be walked through more.  But it seems that it’s still hard to keep everyone’s attention.  

   Every time I teach I gain more respect for what teachers do, especially for beginning teachers - all the prep time, figuring out the timing, keeping the students interested and challenged and trying to ensure that they are learning the material.

It’s a continual learning and revising – which fits for my personality and background as a counselor, but it is time-consuming.

Oct. 1, 2009

     I met with the Spanish teacher, Mrs. Farquer.  I’ve known her for a while and she was talking with me about wanting her higher level student be more adept in conversational Spanish.  We tossed around several ideas, from having them record their voices to what we came up – another wiki.  At my suggestion, she was willing to try it.  The plan will be to have various topics that are more pertinent to the student’s lives and put together conversational phrases in both English and Spanish so that they can become familiar with them and practice them for class.   

     So I spent some time setting up the wiki.  This one is much simpler obviously than the one for the English class.  There will be separate pages for the various topics but it’ll be more manageable.  Got the settings and style of the wiki done and added the phrases for ‘conversations’ on tapas, and food, and homecoming.  Looks pretty good!  

Oct. 8, 2009

     This wiki for the English classes has ended up being a headache – very frustrating.  I got the kids set up and everyone was able to get on the pages and initially it seemed like all was going well.  Then some kids were finding that their text was disappearing and couldn’t be recovered and they would have to start all over.  We ended up having them write their text on a Word document and copy and paste it onto the wiki page and saving a separate copy of it so they wouldn’t lose all their work.  Very frustrating for the kids and the teacher was unhappy as well.  She realizes it’s the technology, but that’s the tough part – we try to use new technologies and there are these glitches and it makes the teachers not want to use them.  And this is a teacher who supports new technology and is willing to try it out.  

     I did hear back from the wiki help desk initially pretty quickly but then it was taking longer and they were not able to explain or correct the problem with student’s text disappearing.  I know it is a free service but this is basic stuff so I don’t want to use this site anymore – but the other wiki sites are blocked.  I’ll put in a request to have them un-blocked but the IT guy is resistant to it.

Oct. 14, 2009

     Had the first mini-tech class this week – Amy presented on United Streaming.  I had spent some time perusing the site to familiarize myself with the site in preparation to assist her if needed.  There is a ton of information on this site in addition to the videos and it was informative and helpful to learn about it.  Will be a resource I’ll want to remember for when I’m on my own.  

    There were only six teachers who came to the class and there was a lot to cover.  As Amy mentioned afterwards she would have just focused on a few key points instead of all that she tried to cover if she did it over again.  What made it harder too was that some of the teachers already had accounts with United Streaming and others didn’t so the ones that didn’t had to do that and then they missed some of the presentation.  So my role ended up being one to help those that were left behind or were having difficulty setting up their accounts.

Oct. 25, 2009

    Have been spending some time getting ready for the Movie Maker project that I will be teaching again, edited my materials from last year.  We have new Flip cameras in the library that we are making available for students to use for the project so I familiarized myself with the camera for when I’ll be demonstrating it to the two classes that will be doing the video project.  I put together a handout for the students to refer to as well showing them how to use the camera.  

   I went to these classes to present the Flip camera, and that went really well.  The topic was simple and it was a quick easy lesson and the students seemed interested.

Oct 29, 2009

     Amy did the next mini-tech class on glogster, an online digital poster maker.  It is a very fun interactive tool that would be appealing to most students, especially the creative types.  They can add audio, video, images, links, text and more.  I had spent some time playing around with it as well getting to know its features and capabilities so that I can assist her in the class.  This class went more smoothly due to the more manageable amount of information to cover, although the time still goes by way too quickly.  The teachers who came, about 5 of them, were excited about this program and expressed interest in using it in their lessons.  

     One of the things I like about glogster is it’s features and that it could work so well as a presentation tool.  Instead of student’s reading from their Power Point (a great, but overused tool) students could have ‘prompts’ on the glog and so have to provide more narrative in their presentation – although they could also embed a video into the glog as part of their presentation.  A very fun and engaging tool!  The only concern would be does it take the focus away from learning the content – potentially it could but not necessarily.

Oct. 30, 2009 

     I went to the public library’s book sale the other night and purchased a bunch of books for the library.  Another good resource and way to save some money.  There are some good paperback novels that will appeal to some of the kids.  Now to catalog them.

Nov. 6, 2009

     I did the presentation on using Windows Movie Maker.  It went much smoother this year.  I had downloaded movies onto the computer’s desktop for the students to practice on at the end of my instruction.  This was a great way for them to have a chance to see how it works without worrying about making mistakes.  I was pleased with my teaching as it felt tighter and clearer.  There are still always students who don’t pay attention but obviously this is the nature of the beast.

     Of course some sort of technology glitch had to occur.  Turns out that Windows Movie Maker doesn’t recognize the format from the Flip camera (mp4).  Fortunately I have a converter on my computer that I was able to use to convert the video into wmv files compatible with Movie Maker.  Due to time constraints and availability I was unable to get this program on the computer lab computers so I ended up doing the conversion myself which went smoothly overall, especially initially.  But a few of them took a long time to convert so it was more challenging.  There was still a couple groups that didn’t save and finish the video correctly and although they didn’t lose their work they had to go back and redo some steps.  I learned again that I can emphasize that point again – even though I did – but I also realize that that is not an uncommon occurrence.  The challenge for teachers as their student miss information – for a variety of reasons.

Nov. 12, 

    This week’s mini-tech class was on using Microsoft Office 2007 products, especially Word.  Spent time again familiarizing myself with the program.  I’m so grateful that I’ve had the opportunity to do all this familiarizing as I’m learning so much.  Discovered that there is more depth to this product than I realized.  After we switched to it there was definitely a learning curve as the interface was so different, but once I got to know it I really found so many of the features to be quite user-friendly.  And now I’ve found even more capabilities, including many research tools, that would be of benefit to both teachers and students.

Nov. 18, 2009

     I will be doing my teacher presentation on Dec. 9th for my practicum.  It will cover INFOhio as part of the mini-tech classes we’re doing.  So I spent time again familiarizing myself with this site.  I am amazed by all that is on this site – from video clips like United Streaming to videos on actual surgeries.  There is access to thousands of articles, maps, timelines, e-books, encyclopedias and more.  Encyclopedias of today are sooo different than when I was a kid – the interactive nature of these resources is astounding!

Nov. 27, 2009

     I had to work while the teachers and students had off so I was able to get a lot done during that time from updating all the computers in the lab to straightening the bookshelves, putting magazines away, doing more cataloging (as that mom kindly donated more books).  Feel so much more productive when there aren’t the constant interruptions.

Dec. 10, 2009

     Spent the last while preparing for my mini-tech class on INFOhio.  Again due to the depth of this resources it has taken time to become familiar enough with it to be able to present it.  I had decided that after introducing the program to them as well how to access, etc. that I would focus on some general ones like EBSCO and the Digital Videos.  Then I would focus on content specific databases depending upon which teachers showed up as I wanted it to be pertinent to them.  Then I was going to show them the Educator resources.

    I put some time into the handouts as well as I figured it would be a great resource for them.  I copied the image of each databases icon and pasted it to a Word doc and put a summary of the database next to the icon.  Then I did a page on Educator resources and some category modes of searching, by subject and by media so that they would know what databases to look in.  I think they’ll be really helpful.  I also created and laminated a bookmark of all the databases to hand out as well.

   I was disappointed though as only four teachers showed up for the training.  We often don’t get a large group anyways but I think not enough teachers are familiar with INFOhio and didn’t take the time to check out the emails I sent out about it.  I know they are so busy so I reminded myself that this is not an uncommon situation and one I’ll likely face in my new future job.  It is hard though as I put so much time into preparing for this instruction – you have to whether it’s for one or 50, but still.  Although I did learn a lot so that is a big benefit.  

   Of the teachers that came 3 in particular found the presentation to be quite helpful.  The one who didn’t was a Spanish teacher and INFOhio doesn’t have as much to offer for her.  But one of the teachers was very verbal about what all she was finding out.  Then I also spent some time with one of the teachers after the class showing him more features and resources pertinent to his science classes and he was quite pleased as well.

     I can see that getting the message out to teachers will be a challenge – one worth taking on – but still accepting that it’s a slow process.  I am just so grateful that I am getting the experience I am here at West G – it’s invaluable.

