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January 25, 2010

    The LMS, Amy, and I are continuing to do Tech Wednesday where we offer short trainings on a variety of topics to the teachers.  The topics so far have ranged from how to better use your email to exploring the available databases.  I did a presentation on INFOhio as many teachers were not familiar with this fabulous resource.  The training coming up this Wed. is on a few different Web 2.0 tools that teachers might want to know about.  Amy is talking about Prezi’s and blogs and I will be talking about wikis and .So I’m spending some time gathering information and preparing for presenting at the training. 

January 27, 2010

    Held the Web 2.0 Tech Wednesday today after school.  There were about 8 teachers today which is actually a little larger than normal group.  So many teachers are so busy that to even take this 45 min. of time is difficult for them but there are a few who consistently attend.  I think because of the topic there were a few more than our typical four or five teachers.  These trainings are good for exposure to these tools but often there is so much information that mastery will be elusive.  Again, like most things, they would need to spend some time ‘playing’ around with the program before they become familiar with it.  These trainings may allow them to discover a tool that they would like to use and so spend the time.  In fact the Parenting class teacher really liked the Prezi tool and so will be collaborating with Amy on a project using it.
January 27, 2010

     The English department wanted to gain a better sense of what questions students were missing on these prep tests so we got them scantron forms where students IDs could be entered.  This way they could tell not only what questions were missed, but who missed them.  I was showing a few of the teachers how to use the program to scan the forms and obtain the results in an Excel spreadsheet format.  
January 28, 2010

     Completed the requisition for the book order from Baker and Taylor, for a Sony Reader and a wireless scanner.  The public library, which is directly across the street from the high school, has e-books you can ‘check-out’ to use with the Sony Reader.  I will be very curious to know if students will use the reader.  My own personal preference is for the books – I love the physical holding of one as well as the cover illustration, etc.  But some kids may like it – we’ll see!

January 28, 2010

     As February is National Black History month I am putting together a display that includes  books on prominent black historical figures, the Civil Rights Movement and a few general books.  In addition I created a 10 items quiz that I’ll offer to students during study hall - just by completing the quiz students will receive a ticket that is entered for a drawing for a $25. gift card to Barnes & Noble and if they get all answers correct they receive candy (small pieces).  Research is encouraged as part of promoting information literacy skills.  After the quizzes are graded answers are reviewed.  I like doing this kind of thing – the kids like it – partly because of the candy but most of them get into finding out the information.  There are some of course who just guess and don’t want to spend the time finding the answers but I’ve been surprised by the number who will.  And they learn stuff in the mean time – as do I ;-)

     There is a part of this that I find really sad.  The community we’re in is predominantly white and I have found the display books turned over/down.  This happened last year during the elections as well with our book on Obama.  I know they are expressing what they have learned at home but their close-mindedness saddens me.
Jan. 29, 2010

   This Tech Wednesday coming up is on Copyright issues.  I spent some time getting some information for Amy for the presentation.  I know this is area that I should be very familiar with but I must admit that I struggle with it – find it harder to retain – so it’s been a good review for me.  I found a great handout that has copyright concisely stored on the front and back of one sheet.

Feb. 3, 2010

     Held the Tech Wednesday on copyright issues.  There were only four teachers there.  Some of them had a basic understanding of copyright, particularly where it concerns plagiarism so they found this workshop helpful.  I did too.  There are certainly some areas where the policy is blurry, so having the handy chart on copyright rules was really helpful.
Feb. 9, 2010

    With the long winter it is good to have lots to ‘celebrate’.  On top of Black History Month there is now President’s Day.  So I put together a display of books as well as another quiz for the students.  This one was even more popular that the BHM – the kids were excited about having another quiz to do.  I enjoy talking with the kids as they share their thoughts about the quiz.  I’ll hear some kids saying, ‘I told you it was blah-blah-blah”, etc. 
Feb. 10, 2010

     This week’s Tech Wed. was on SmartBoards.  One of the history teachers uses the Smart Board pretty much every day in his lessons so we had asked him to present to the other teachers so they could see how it was used in the lessons.  You could tell he was so comfortable with using it as he navigated through the sites and pages.  It really is cool and I can see how it engages students as it certainly drew me in.  The other teachers seemed interested as well.  The issue it seems is developing lesson plans that incorporate it and teachers taking the time to revise their existing plans.
Feb. 16, 2010

  Helped the Parenting teacher set up the laptop and projector for her presentation.  She did a Prezi presentation as well as her students and she will be presenting hers first so she wanted to make sure that all was set up to go and that the links worked correctly.  I like to be able to help out.

Feb. 19, 2010
     Our current poster maker only prints in one color and the color is not filling in all the letters so it doesn’t look good.  Amy found a color printer offered by the same company that is on sale and will use multiple colors that look more like real posters.  The cost actually is around what the cost would be to replace the old one.  And the cost of each individual poster would be less money with the color one.  I researched all this.  The costs come in with having to replace the color ink cartridges and paper.   The PTO accepts request for items from their fund each year.  This is way beyond what they normally spend but we thought we’d put in the request and see what happens as the cost to replace our current one is not in the budget.  I’ve done many budget things in my time here and certainly have become more aware of how money is spent and the need to evaluate what one needs vs. wants etc.  

Feb. 25 – March 6, 2010
     Read Across America is coming up soon.  I learned about the program from the elementary school teacher I’m going to be doing other practicum hours with this spring.  As a LMS I would like to encourage the students to read and to value reading – there are certain kids who do and others that don’t at all.  I think that’s partly because of their own difficulty reading, staying focused, and the generation now that has so much quick-paced mediums coming at them, from TV to videos to video games, etc.  So I decided to ask the teachers to encourage reading by giving out ‘Caught Reading’ coupons to those they see reading that can be turned into the library for a ticket for a drawing and a treat (pencil or candy).  

     I also asked the teachers to talk to the kids about reading, sharing what they are reading themselves, and maybe even reading to them for 5 – 10 minutes.  In the library I created a survey for the kids to vote for their favorite Dr. Seuss book – which most had some favorite memory of – and Green Eggs and Ham won hands down.  Also had them vote for their favorite book series.  Lots of kids did that although many of the students don’t seem to have read much since middle school when reading was required.  I had gone to the public library and check out lots of Dr. Seuss books and created a display.  Both students and teachers enjoyed it.  It was interesting to note though that a few teachers were not familiar with his books mainly because they didn’t have kids.  I read Dr. Seuss books when I was a kid though and I’m a lot older than a lot of them.  Anyways I enjoyed this project, although again it’s disappointing how few teachers actually participate.
Fri. Feb. 27, 2010

   Women’s history month is in March so worked on creating a quiz and display on this.  As I was working on it, creating a display that honors the contributions women have made in history I got to thinking about how women have also been dishonored so created a separate display with fiction and non-fiction books on the subject, of which we had several good ones.   I like to offer the subjects to the students, put it out there to ‘expose’ them to all sides.
Mar. 3, 2010

   Got the order of books from Baker & Taylor – they come processed but we do some of our own processing as well so did that task.  Looks like some good new fiction and nonfiction!  Also the Tech Wed. was on making movies using Power Point and Windows Movie Maker.  There were about 4 teachers there – we still don’t seem to get a big group coming to these events.  Anyways it was interesting to learn how to do this – quite simple really.  If I were a teacher I would want to know more about ideas about how to incorporate into a lesson.  I really like the idea of these Tech Wed.  – and doing them really helps me think about how I would do it if I were the LMS.  I would probably not try to include as much in the short time we have and also bring to the class some good examples as to how they could be used in a lesson.

     Well this is my last official day of my internship.  It has been a great learning experience.   

