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     In my role as a beginning teacher I have been asked by my principal to consider the pros and cons of the proposal presented for shifting from using textbooks to using portable laptop computers for the students.  I do not have working experience so my perspective will just reflect my thoughts on this issue from the articles I’ve read and my gut sense as to what makes the best sense for the students, teacher and the school. 

	 PORTABLE LAPTOP COMPUTERS 

	PROS
	CONS

	Initial cost around the same as spent on student textbooks for a year
	Initial cost of around $500 per student

	Trend toward digitalization in our culture
	Hidden costs for maintenance, lost and damaged laptops 

	Can access current information 24/7
	These portable laptops come loaded with just basic software – limited graphics

	Can quickly find pertinent information supporting/enhancing classroom discussion
	Security concerns

	School provided computers get in hands of students who otherwise wouldn’t have computers at home
	If it malfunctions students cannot access needed material

	Increased student motivation
	

	Links to other pertinent information
	Links can be a distraction getting students off track

	Offers video and audio resources that can positively add depth to instruction 
	Need to train both teachers and students on use of the laptops

	Easy to search text
	Teachers may not know how to effectively incorporate the use of the laptops into the curriculum instruction

	Better preparation for the work world
	

	Laptops could be used for multiple purposes – for all classes
	

	Can easily search out alternative perspectives
	


	TEXTBOOKS

	PROS
	CONS

	Easy to replace if lost or damaged
	High cost (sample Texas school spent $450 per student per year on books)

	Easier to read pages in a book vs. screen
	Need to be updated as information can become quickly outdated

	Familiar and comfortable
	Need a textbook for every class 

	
	Designed to be the sole source of information


  My Stance on this Issue

 When noting the pros and cons as to whether to stay with textbooks versus switching to portable laptops it seems as if the benefits of laptops weigh in more positively than the benefits of textbooks.  There are many clear advantages to using the laptops, particularly in terms of access, access to current information and the availability of use of a computer for all students that would be beneficial to those who don’t have a home computer.  I don’t know how many students in our state don’t have a home computer but they are at a distinct disadvantage as the use of computers is occurring now and is the direction of the future, so this could be a ‘hidden’ benefit. Being comfortable and adept using a computer is a useful skill that offers long-term benefits – in college and in the work place.  

  Although there are seemingly less advantages to using a textbook I find myself resistant to letting go of using them.  I’m not sure if that’s partly because I grew up with books and love and value them but I think it’s more than that.  I wonder about the true costs of switching to laptops.  The initial cost of the portable laptop is presented as being about the same amount as spent on student textbooks for a year making the argument then the initial outlay basically balances out.  But not addressed are the hidden costs for maintenance, replacing and updating the computers. I would certainly want more detailed information as to what those costs actually end up being.  The fact that the laptops can malfunction, get lost or damaged leaving the students without a needed resource is a concern.  And who pays for that loss or damage – the school or the student who may not be able to afford it?  

     The real question for me concerns exploring what is needed to ensure that students are learning.  Are students developing critical thinking skills and the ability to objectively evaluate information in order to make informed decisions? Are they able to comprehend what they are reading and write clearly and thoughtfully?  Can they work well with others?  The answer to these questions shifts the focus away from an ‘either/or’ scenario to the realization that both the portable laptop and the textbook are just tools and the effectiveness of these tools lies in the ability of the teachers to use them in a manner that encourages and develops those previously mentioned skills.  I refer to the article, ‘Computers & Education’ that found that the use of constructivism influenced the Honors class more than the use of laptops, to remind us that a tool is only as good as its 

     There is no question that both tools have value and maybe we should instead be discussing how to develop a plan for how we can use both those tools most effectively.  Textbook companies are in the business to make money and that needs to be kept in mind as well so instead of updating every few years, maybe teachers can supplement current textbooks with outside readings.  Relying too much on any one venue may limit Obtaining portable laptops for each individual student may be a great idea at a future point in time, although, in my opinion, more research is needed to determine how to do that most cost effectively and for the student’s best learning.    In the meantime I would like to see more emphasis being put on preparing for that time by training teachers on ways to integrate technology into instruction, ,  

