Molly Brunner

“Things That Scare Us” Poetry unit

6th Grade Language Arts Class

Three 50-minute lessons

Purpose, goals and objectives:

    There are several purposes, goals and objectives to this poetry unit.  Learning about similes and metaphors, identifying what they are and using examples in writing is the foundation of this unit.  The format for incorporating similes and metaphors is through the writing of a four-line poem that would include a minimum of one simile and one metaphor.   Hence the goal and objective would be for the students to demonstrate an understanding of similes and metaphors.  

   Another goal and objective would be for the students to generate ideas and examples of similes and metaphors through small group discussion where they will brainstorm for ideas for the poems they will write.  The purpose of this task would be to promote collaboration and to identify feelings and thoughts about the “things that scare us”.

  In addition, oral and visual communication skills will be modeled and practiced.  The teacher will model desired performance in the reading of the poem.  Expected listening skills will be identified.

  Following directions, practicing writing, spelling and typing skills are also included in the goals and objectives.

Themes, subjects and activities:

Day 1, Thursday:

   a) Time: 20 minutes.  Teacher will review the concept of figurative language (it is understood that this is not a new concept for the students), explaining that it is a tool that an author/writer uses to help the reader picture, or see, what is happening in a story or poem. Similes and metaphors are a couple of the common types of figurative language.  

A simile is a comparison using “like” or “as”. It typically compares two objects that are dissimilar.  As an example: Poems are like songs. A poem is being compared to a song.

A metaphor states that one thing is something else. It is also a comparison, but it does NOT use the words “like” or “as” to make the comparison.  An example of a metaphor would be:  Poems are songs without music. The sentence also compares a poem to a song, but note that the words “like” or “as” are not used.

Several examples will be offered by the teacher and solicited from the children.

b) Time: 15 minutes. In the second half of the period the teacher will talk about the theme for the poetry unit, “’Things That Scare Us”.  Class will discuss how we all have things we feeling afraid of or spooked by, and what the various things are that create that feeling, which possibly may be different for everyone.  

c) Time:  15 minutes. Teacher will define the parameters of the assignment, i.e. poem must be a minimum of four lines and include one metaphors and one simile.  The poem must express some thought about something that is scary to them.  They will need to create a pencil illustration to go with the poem and they will also read the poem out loud to the class.  During the last few minutes of class students can jot down some ideas for a poem reflecting the unit theme.  

d) Homework will be to come up with an idea for their poem.

Day 2, Friday:  

a) Time: 5 minutes.  Teacher will review similes and metaphors and field any questions.  

b) Time: 15 minutes.  Students will break into small groups to brainstorm ideas for similes and metaphors that would fit with their poem idea.

c) Time:  10 minutes.  Teacher will model reading poems focusing on stance, posture, voice and gesture.  The volume, the emphasis on certain words, pausing for effect and pace will be modeled by the teacher.  Students will comment.  Teacher will then read the poem in a monotone voice, with no eye contact.  Students will again comment.  Thirdly the teacher will read the poem, racing through it, to which the students can again comment.  The students should be able to distinguish between the three styles.  Comments on their role as a listener, (i.e. eyes on the reader as they sit in their chair) are mentioned.  

d) Time: 20 minutes. In the remaining time, students may use the computer to start writing or illustrating their poem.  If unable to finish in class, they will need to complete the assignment as homework.

Day 3, Monday:  

a) Time: 50 minutes.  Students will present their poems, reading out loud, and then be attentive listeners when other students are reading.  Typed or neatly written copies of the poems with their illustrations will be turned in to the teacher who will create a book for display.  Comments/feedback will be encouraged.

No marketing or promotion necessary as this is part of a school unit.

Budget and supplies:  The only supplies needed for this project would be construction paper for creating the poetry book.  Other supplies would already be in the classroom or computer lab (scissors and computer paper) 

Evaluation of the session:  The following rubric will be used to evaluate the student’s work:

POETRY RUBRIC

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Score

	Preparation
	Actively participated in group/class discussion.
	Participated in group/class discussion.
	Some participation in group/class discussion.
	Did not participate in group/class discussion.
	

	Poetic Techniques
	Used stanza form, met 4 line minimum, used one simile and one metaphor.
	Used stanza form, met 4 line minimum, used one simile and one metaphor.
	Used stanza form, may not have met 4 line minimum, nor may have used one simile and one metaphor.
	Used stanza form but did not meet 4 line minimum, and did not use one simile and one metaphor.
	

	Presentation
	Spoke clearly with good posture and volume, making eye contact.  Good tempo.
	Spoke clearly with good volume; good posture and, often making eye contact.  Pretty good tempo.
	Spoke fairly clearly with good adequate volume, fair posture, made some eye contact.  Fair tempo.
	Spoke too fast or in monotone and in low volume; poor posture and eye contact.  Poor tempo.
	

	Illustration
	Effective and creative use of illustration enhances the poem’s meaning
	Uses an illustration that enhances the poem’s meaning
	Uses an illustration that may add to poem’s meaning
	Lacks an illustration
	

	Grammar, Usage, Mechanics and Spelling
	Spelling, grammar and punctuation contains few or no errors.  Handwriting is legible or poem is typed.
	Spelling, grammar and punctuation contains few or several errors.  Handwriting is legible or poem is typed.
	Spelling, grammar and punctuation contains frequent errors.  Handwriting is legible or poem is typed.
	Spelling, grammar and punctuation contains many errors.

Handwriting or typing needs improvement.
	


Bibliography for preparation of this unit
Ohio Department of Education, Center for Curriculum and Assessment, Academic Content Standards, K-12 English Language Arts.

http://volweb.utk.edu/school/bedford/harrisms/1poe.htm - Information on similes and metaphors
http://classroom-activities.suite101.com/article.cfm/teaching_poetry_to_children  - Sample lesson plan for teaching poetry

http://departments.bcsd.com/CIPD/Chris%20Poetry%20rubric.pdf  Sample poetry rubric.

