JOURNAL FOR MY PRACTICUM AT 

WEST GEAUGA HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY

SPRING 2009

Jan. 16, 2009

   I am continuing to work at West Geauga High School for my practicum.  This semester I will be putting in about 60 hours at West G (and 40 hours at University School).  I talked with Amy, the LMS, about different tasks I will take on this semester.  Some of them will be a continuation of tasks I have completed before, but need to be done of course, and then we’ll try to come up with some projects and other ideas as time goes on.

Jan. 21, 2009

    We have new books that Amy ordered for the library and I have been cataloging them.  This is a task I have done previously and so is something familiar and that I don’t find too difficult, with the occasional exception when the book does not show up in SmartPort.

Jan. 23, 2009

   Wrote a couple requisitions for audio-visual supplies and new equipment (overhead projectors) needed for the library.  Again this is a task I have done previously and am familiar and comfortable with the task.  It’s surprising how many of the teachers use the overhead projectors and so many of the ones we have are old and broken.  We ordered three new ones and those are desperately needed.

Jan.  29, 2009

  I decided to use the books, White Darkness by Geraldine McCauley, a Michael Printz Award Winner book as the “female” book and “Sunrise Over Fallujah” by Walter Dean Myers for the “male” Books of the Month.  There is a female protagonist in White Darkness, who discovers strengths she didn’t know she had as she confronts the stark wilderness in Antarctica and her uncle unraveling into madness.   I did research about Antarctica that I included in my display that I found to be fascinating.  Fallujah concerns Iraq so put together some information about the Iraqi war.  I created a “quiz” to get kids to check out the displays and hopefully enjoy learning some new things – but the response is small.  

Jan. 30, 2009

   Doing more cataloging of books. Not hard, just busy work that I don’t mind doing.  Mostly it goes by quickly.  I’m taking the Cataloging class this semester so should be interesting to see what that’s about.

Feb. 4, 2009

   Started working on a display that has to do with the high school years with books about friendships, popularity, fitting in, bullying etc.  There are about 15 books for the display and I put together a little summary of the book with it.  I also found some comics about friendships for the display hoping that those might catch the  student’s eye.   I have read most of these books.  I try to read as many as I can so that I’ll be able to talk about them or recommend one that I think would fit with a student.  It is hard to do though between work, practicum and Kent classes.

Feb. 5, 2009

   I will be attending the Baker & Taylor book scan for Amy.  This event is sponsored by the vendor and they display books they are showcasing for librarians to review.  I will be selecting fiction (20%) and non-fiction books(80%), so I will need to prepare myself by talking with the teachers and finding out what books they might be interested in that would fit with the curriculum.  I know that the Social Studies classes, particularly the American Government classes or American Issues classes do extensive research on a wide range of subjects that they select with the teacher’s approval.  So I started with talking to the Social Studies teachers and asking for a list of subjects or content that they would like to see the library have more of to provide more resources for the student’s research.

   A few of the teachers were interested in getting some DVDs.  The library’s video selection is pretty old – mostly VHS tapes with maybe about 25 DVDs at the most.  We are all wanting to increase the number of DVDs so will order several this school year.  The English Dept. had several Shakespeare and a couple of other DVDs on certain novels they were interested in and the Science Dept. had a few they wanted as well.  One of the math teachers found a DVD set that she wanted on probability and the Life Skills/Parenting teacher found a set on Preschool Development.   I was glad to see those subject areas get something they needed, but I was aghast at the cost of the videos.  Most of the English one’s were about $20. but the Math and Toddler sets for about $250. for a set of three. That is a LOT of money! It’s like they know there are a limited number of vendors so they have a corner on the market and so can charge a hefty sum of money.  Not that they aren’t good videos, but just what a waste of money! I just think of how many other things could be bought with the extra money if those DVDs were more reasonably priced.

  Feb. 10, 2009

    I’ve noticed that more students are checking books out this year vs. last year.  At least it seems that way.  It’s often the same group of students, predominantly female, who check fiction books out.  It seems that the males who do check books out opt for fantasy, sci-fiction or maybe espionage.  The females tend to like more books about people and relationships.  There is one girl who will read both fiction and non-fiction, alternating between the two.   I enjoy talking with her as she is one who thinks about things on different levels.  Some of the books I like I know will have a more limited appeal to these students.   

   I like books about life and people, well-developed characters, that have greater depth – where the main character is confronted with life-changing events.  I’m really into multi-cultural literature and I don’t find too many at this school who are.  My favorite book is Sold by Patricia McCormick about a young Nepalese girl who’s family is so poor that her alcoholic step-father sells her to a brothel.  Sad story, but incredibly written – so eloquent.  But the high school kids are often interested in books about people they can relate to.

Feb. 18, 2009

   I went to the Baker & Taylor book scan – my first time.  It was interesting.  They  set up in a meeting room in a church.  There are four very long table with the books grouped by elementary, middle school and high school and by fiction and non-fiction.  They are all numbered and the numbers match this printout so that you could look up the books before you go – although you only get the printout about three days before the actual event.  I had spent some time looking up reviews on the books on Amazon as they often have the review by BookList Journal which is a good resource.  

   Anyways the books are grouped into sets of about 7 to 10 books and you just work your way down the table.  The fiction books have a review of the book on a piece of cardboard that’s stuck inside the book, plus you can read the inside flap or back of the book as well.  More information can be found in the table of contents to gain a sense of what’s covered in the non-fiction books.  

    It still can be difficult to decide on what books to get without having read the books.  But we librarians all are pretty much in the same situation and obviously don’t have the time to read them all, so reviews are the main source of information.  So it becomes kind of a hit or miss deal.  I did have a couple of students look up some of the fiction books to see if they seemed appealing to them thinking that would be helpful. 

Feb.24, 2009

    Spent time today going through my notes from the book scan and looking up more reviews and looking at the budget and costs of the books in the process of making the final decision of what books to order.  I’m probably spending too much time doing all this but maybe because it is my first time I really want to put the effort into this so that we get books that will be used for research and that will be read for fun.  It seems important to do so otherwise the books just sit on the shelf and it feels like a waste.  It probably is hard to avoid some of that.  I know that there are books that Amy has bought in the past that have never been read at all.

Feb. 26, 2009

   I’ve been spending some time on a display about fiction books that have to do with high school friendships, popularity, peer pressure, bullying, etc.  We had some new books come in that a few of the students read that they really liked that had to do with these themes so thought I’d put them out there for other students to see.  One of the students was a girl who I know who is in special ed classes.  One day a friend brought her over and said “we need to find her a book”.  We did and she loved it and has been coming back regularly since.  She’s not the fastest reader but I’m just thrilled for her that she’s opening up this world of books.

Feb. 27th, 2009

   Amy had been weeding the library and now we have a large number of books that need to be discarded.  In SIRSI Dynix I went through and discarded them all in the catalog.  Now we will need to generate a report of the books and have the WG Board approve their disposal.  One of the reports we ran indicated that the average age of the books in our library is 1977.  That is way outdated – although that still includes all the discarded books.  I’ll be curious to see how that changes after the discarded books are out of the system.  I still think they’ll be too old, but will be an improvement.  Our budget for books is just not that much money and I know Amy mentioned that it had been cut the previous year.

March 5, 2009

   I am so excited.  One of the AP English teachers (Keli Sessler) approached me today to talk about collaborating on a project.  Her class reads The Great Gatsby and in the past she’s had the students research various aspects of the 1920’s culture that they are interested in.  This year she wanted to use technology so was thinking of a blog. We talked about what her goal was and I told her I would look into it further and come up with some suggestions.

March 6, 2009

I’ve been doing more trouble-shooting with computers.  If there is a problem I go over and look at it paying closer attention and being more patient.  I am definitely more comfortable than I was last year, feel more competent, and have confidence that I can handle most things.  I still encounter problems that I don’t know how to fix but some of those are things that are really problems the IT guys are needed for.  

March 11, 2009

   I did some research and talked to a couple of people as far as a writing tool to use for the English teacher.  I checked out blogs, Moodle and wikis.  I ended up deciding on using a wiki as suggested by the librarian.  So I researched how to set one up and what features were available on it –what the class could do.  I set up an account under my name and was playing around with the features and setting up the page.  I will need her class lists before I can proceed further.

March 17, 2009

     Received the class lists from Keli and set up accounts for all her students.  I also used our databases to research sites that would be reliable, valid, etc. and created a Pathfinder the students could use for their research.  This has been so fun.  There are numerous interesting sites about the 1920’s – such a fascinating period of time in US history.  I feel like I could spend hours doing the research part – I love it.  Sometimes it’s hard to find sites that don’t have the .com domain –and some of those sites certainly seem to be good sites – but want to promote the use of the .gov, .org, .edu sites

March 18, 2009

    Introduced the wiki to Keli’s two English classes. Showed them how to get on to and maneuver through it.   Also showed them the pathfinder of resources.  Went around the class afterwards and assisted as needed.  I was asked a couple of questions that I didn’t know the answer to so explored the site further to find the answers. Talked with Keli and she decided that each student would set up a page with their own favorite topic with comments and a picture and then they would need to read and comment on five other students.  We played around with the wiki some more to get the “how to” down.  I was able to show the second class more as we had learned more by then.  

   I feel pretty comfortable teaching in front of the class – I set up the laptop and projector so that they could see where they need to go on the screen.  I found that – as did the students – to be more helpful.  It seems that having the visual is helpful.  But I also notice that because this is new information for me as well that I stumbled a couple of times as I don’t have the information down pat.

March 19, 2009

   Keli gave the English students a half sheet of paper with the instructions and assignment.  The classes really worked independently and did not need my assistance.  Having the written information was helpful as well.  I can see how having both would have the most impact.  I don’t know for sure, but my sense is that the visual would best be used initially and then the written piece serves as the reinforcement.  Both classes were quite absorbed with the research and found some fascinating bits of information.  They were so quiet because they were so involved with the assignment and both classes reported to Keli how much they enjoyed the assignment.   It certainly helped having the topic be so interesting but it was a good use of technology and research.  The wiki was a medium none of the students had used before so that was great fun to introduce.  

   I was kind of surprised that Keli asked about an assignment like this as I did not think – for no valid reason – that she was open to the technology.   I think she found it to be a great tool as well and will definitely use it again.

March 24, 2009

     I often am asked to help with troubleshooting.  Sometimes there is an error message stating the “West G domain is not available”.  I know that that means that the Internet connection is broken so I look for the source, either on the computer itself or where the network cable plugs in.  Today though there were two computers that had that message and I was unable to fix it. So when the IT guy came over he looked at it and it turned out that one of the plug-ins was broken (it was a split cable) and so he had to replace it.  Made me feel better knowing that I wasn’t off base as far as what the problem was but that I need to look closer for a more thorough/accurate diagnosis.

March 27, 2009

   Another time when I didn’t know how to help fix a problem.  One of the teachers was unable to get the Internet on her laptop.  I tried all the “tricks” I knew to do but was unable to fix it.  Again it turned out that the IT guy needed to do more than just the regular fix and it took him a while to fix it –so that made me feel a little better.  I still can feel frustrated or discouraged when I can’t fix something but I’ll need to let go of that feeling and just do the best I can and ask for help when needed – that’s how I will learn.

April 2, 2009

   Went to Barnes & Noble today as we need a few more books for the Book Awards that are given to 10th and 11th graders in different subjects nominated by their teachers.  I found it hard to find some books for the Languages.  I could not find any books that seemed to work for Spanish or French or Latin.  I’ll have to talk to the teachers again and get some ideas, but I need to do that soon as the awards are at the end of the month.

April 6, 2009

     This is the month when students are doing a lot of Power Point projects.  They choose a topic to research and put together a presentation.  The seniors select some sort of social issue and then the sophomores have to choose a topic that represents something of social significance that had some impact on the culture.  So there have been lots of classes in the library of late doing the research.  My role has been to assist them in finding some non-fiction books as resources, or sometimes to help with their search process.  Other times they need help with using Power Point particularly because we have the 2007 version that is enough different than previous versions that it can be hard to find certain features, from how to get the paper to be single-spaced vs. double to setting up links to videos.  I like doing the trouble-shooting.  Sometimes it takes me a bit to figure out the problem but I’ doing pretty well with resolving the problems.  It feels good and I’m gaining more confidence all the time.

April 14, 2007

     I have started working with this woman, Caitlin, who is filming the kids from Metzenbaum to create an exercise video that they can take home to use over the summer.  Metzenbaum is an organization that offers services and teaches kids who are developmentally disabled and they use a classroom at the high school.  Caitlin is doing the filming with the digital video camera and I will be doing the editing.  Today I started with just uploading the video to the laptop that I’ll be working on and using Windows Movie Maker to do the editing.

April 16, 2009

     One of the science teachers came in today as he will be bringing his class into the library to do a software program on the computer.  It’s called Dine Healthy. They had been on the computers but as we got all new computers this year he forgot that they had not been put on them.  So I spent some time today going through all the computers in the lab adding that software program.  It really was an easy program to download although I had a problem with about three of the computers that would not recognize the disc for some reason.  I also did updates on all the computers.  I think it has been a while since that was last done.

April 24, 2009

     I have been spending more time doing the editing of the exercise video with Movie Maker.  It is a tedious process but overall I don’t mind it.  I often like working with details – I can get quite focused and lost in the time.  It is tricky finding the exact spot to cut, but I’m probably being too exact.  I also will need to figure out how I can add voice overs as Caitlin is concerned that the voices are hard to hear.  She had videotaped different students demonstrating the stretch or exercise and most of the students speak too softly. I think I will wait until the movie is all put together before we decided what to do about the volume.

April 29, 2009

    Mike Mikes (yes, that’s his name) is the Health teacher and he is having the students do a research project on …  They will be coming into the library to start their research on Tues. next week.  He has asked me to talk to the students about research strategies for a few minutes at the beginning of their class.  Amy has some information from when she did this last year so I’ll review in preparation.  I am looking forward to the chance to teach this again.  I know that the more I do it the more comfortable I’ll become.

